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Relay For Life of Pottstown, PA Raises $1
Million

— A
The record-breaking 10th
anniversary American Cancer
Society Relay For Life of

Pottstown ignited a passion for

the Relay that no one has ever
seen before.
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Community support from local
businesses, churches, schools,
clubs and organizations began at
the kick-off in November 2006
and continued through the Relay
itself and beyond. As the dollars
grew closer to the one million
dollar goal, the frenzy spread across Montgomery County and even surrounding
counties.

More than 3,000 participants, including more than 600 survivors came out to
support the Pottstown Relay For Life in the fight against cancer. During this
year’s event, sponsorships tripled and the Luminaria Ceremony increased five-
fold, which allowed strong partnerships to develop between the American Cancer
Society and the Pottstown community.

Leading up to the event the Run/Walk/Bark For Life, a partnership with the
Rotary Club, resulted in a 48-member canine team, “Canines for a Cure,” which
raised more than $13,000 with the help of dedicated Relay For Life volunteers.
Canines for a Cure also led to the sales of a calendar featuring the top fundraising
dogs.

Other new activities to help reach the one million dollar goal this year included
“Dimes Make a Difference,” which began with a six-year old student’s gift of a
dime to help cure cancer. In honor of her kindergarten teacher, who is a cancer |
survivor, the program expanded and netted more than $23,600! The American
Cancer Society Gala at St. Peter’s Inn also resulted in a new $10,000 donor,
additional sponsors and Relay For Life exposure to a whole new audience. “Kids

for a Cure” doubled their participation this year reaching 11,000 children in 26
schools, and the July 4th celebration in Pottstown memorialized cancer
experiences of courageous family members and friends.

Local media attention was also crucial
in the success of the Pottstown event.
Nancy March, Editor of The Pottstown
Mercury and recipient of the 2007
Southeast Region Partners in Hope
Award, along with her staff provided
valuable support at a grassroots
level. The newspaper’s dedicated
reporter Brandie Kessler worked
directly with the event chair to run
weekly press releases, editorials, and
photos. For the third year in a row,
The Mercury’s graphic designer also
created the event’s theme logo.
Nancy served as guest speaker at the Relay For Life Luminaria Ceremony and
agreed to sponsor the Relay's first time gala event. Their involvement helped to
rally the community's support. The Pottstown Mercury has given the Relay For
Life in Pottstown a face to be seen and a voice to be heard!

Event Chair JoAnn McKiernan, a driving force behind this year's effort, brought
strength in marketing and promotions for the event. She was able to work with
volunteers and supporters to empower them to perform beyond their own
expectations. A cancer survivor and die-hard Relay supporter, JoAnn provided
endless amounts of personal time and energy. In fact, she was this year’s
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recipient of the Southeast Region Distinguished Service Award.

Event Co-Chair Peggy Neese, RN director, Oncology Services Pottstown Memorial
Regional Cancer Center is another American Cancer Society veteran volunteer
who serves as liaison with the Cancer Center and is responsible for the growth of
the Cancer Center's sponsorship. This year, the sponsorship exceeded $12,000,
and was the top sponsor for the Relay For Life of Pottstown. Peggy helped fashion
a very strong partnership between the American Cancer Society and the Cancer
Center. She provides a visible American Cancer Society presence while providing
various patient services to the community.

Event second Co-Chair Kathy Brennan is a breast cancer survivor who also Chairs
a Diamond Level fundraising team for the Relay in Pottstown.

Survivor and Ceremonies Chair Sharon Basile RN is also a long-time American
Cancer Society volunteer. She and her husband Don initiated the creation of the
first Relay For Life in Pottstown in 1998 after visiting a neighboring Relay. She
planted the "heart" in the event and has been generous with her efforts.

The American Cancer Society is
very proud to recognize the
exceptional Relay for Life of
Pottstown volunteers who are
working tirelessly to create a
cancer-free world!

"Over the past ten years, it is
especially humbling and exciting
to have worked closely with
Sharon, Jo, Peg, and all of the
other outstanding Pottstown
volunteers on this stellar event.
They hit the ground running in
1998 and organized the best first-time Relay For Life in Pennsylvania history, “
said American Cancer Society staff partner Maddi DeGennaro.

“Hitting the one million dollar mark in 2007 brings the Relay For Life of
Pottstown's all-time total to five million dollars in ten years, and we’re very proud
of that!”

\Eappily, this year's mantra of "$1 Million in 10" has indeed become a reality.

Home | Plan | Share | Learn | Society Links | Help
Contact Us 1-800-ACS 2345 | American Cancer Society

This site best viewed in Firefox, Internet Explorer 6 and Safari 2.0

Page 2 of 2

See More Videos

Latest Cancer News
Study Examines Lifestyle
Factors and Ovarian Cancer
Could Statins Prevent Cancer?

Prostate Cancer Patients Pick
Treatments That May Worsen
Quality of Life

more

s =

Support Relay!

Ae.ong

Add Relayforlife.org
badge to your blog or
Web page...click for code

A

A

http://www.relayforlife.org/relay/pottstown

1/20/2008



