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BEARS MOVE ON TO NATIONALS

Teammates congratulate
Boyertown’s Cody Kulp, above,

after he hit a home run in
Friday’s winner’s bracket final
game against State College at

the Pennsylvania American
Legion baseball tournament
at Ram Stadium. The Bears

defeated State College, 11-9, in
10 innings to advance to the

national regionals next week. At
right, winning pitcher Garret

Crable puts his arm around Nole
Saylor after Saylor’s diving catch

ended the game. Saylor also
blasted two home runs. In other
action, NorChester stayed alive

for a national regional berth with
a 10-0 win over State College.

Host Spring City was eliminated
by Plymouth, 7-4. For stories on

the games, see Sports, B1.

Related photo on A4.

Photos by Daniel P. Creighton/
The Mercury

Pottstown Relay for Life
celebrates $1M victory

Throughout the centuries there were

men who took first steps, down new roads,
armed with nothing but their own vision. —

Ayn Rand

By Brandie Kessler
bkessler@pottsmerc.com

LOWER POTTSGROVE — Doing
what only a handful of others have done,
the American Cancer Society Relay for
Life of Pottstown raised $1 million dur-
ing its 10th anniversary year. As a way to
celebrate their victory, relay organizers
and volunteers gathered with communi-
ty members at Pottsgrove High School
Friday night.

Although a hot air balloon launch
from the high school was cancelled be-

cause of potential inclement weather, the
banner which read “Pottstown Relay and
Community raised $1 Million to Beat
Cancer- Congratulations!” that would
have hung from the balloon was dis-
played.

“At 3 p.m. (the hot air balloon launch)
was on, but at 4 o’clock (the US Hot Air
Balloon Team, owned and operated by
Stan Hess of St. Peters) checked in with
the National Weather Service and there
was going to be storms,” Relay Chairper-
son JoAnn McKiernan explained. “So
we have the banner that would have been
hung from the balloon here.”

McKiernan said the plan is to allow
local organizations and businesses that

John Strickler/The Mercury

Relay for Life organizers and volunteers celebrate a record $1 million raised outside Pottsgrove High School.

Student who left bomb threat to repay first responders
By Carl Hessler Jr.

chessler@pottsmerc.com

NORRISTOWN — The latest lessons
for a former Upper Perkiomen High
School student who left a bomb threat
note at the school will be about social re-
sponsibility and paying for one’s mis-
takes.

Aaron Everett Zvodar, 19, of the 2000
block of Tollgate Road, Upper Hanover,
was sentenced in Montgomery County
Court to five years’ probation after he
pleaded guilty to a misdemeanor charge
of threat to use weapons of mass destruc-
tion in connection with the Oct. 16 inci-
dent during which he left the bomb
threat note in a first-floor hallway of the
school.

Judge Bernard A. Moore, who accept-
ed a plea agreement in the case, also or-
dered Zvodar to complete 198 hours of
community service at the Red Hill Fire
Company and the Pennsylvania State
Police barracks at Skippack.

“He’ll be either washing fire trucks and
police cars or scrubbing toilets to repay
the emergency responders,” said Assis-
tant District Attorney Todd Stephens. “It
was important to me that he repay the
fire department because these were vol-
unteers who were taken away from their
families and their jobs because of (Zvo-
dar's) actions.”

State police said a custodian found the
handwritten threatening note about 6:44
p.m. Oct. 16.

“In the post-911 era all these threats

must be taken seriously. It was cause for
serious alarm, as it should be. It brought
the fire department, the state police, ev-
eryone running,” said Stephens, adding
such threats cause emergency re-
sponders anxiety.

The building had to be evacuated and
searched. State police bomb sniffing
dogs from Harrisburg were brought to
the high school on Walt Road, all at in-
credible expense, prosecutors said. No
bomb was found.

Zvodar also must pay $621 in restitu-
tion to the school district to cover ex-
penses it incurred as a result of the inci-
dent.

“You have to take these threats se-

in the county’s Office of Children and
Youth befriended several flea-riddled
stray kittens found on the property and
brought them into the office. These two
employees apparently believed it was too
hot outside for the young kittens.

The two or three kittens remained in
the office for about an hour until a super-
visor learned of their presence. However,
according to two employees in that of-
fice, one of the kittens got free during the
time they were there and ran around in
the office.

FLEA CIRCUS
Some Montco employees sent home
after infestation in courthouse offices

By Margaret Gibbons
Special to The Mercury

NORRISTOWN — Some 300 to 400
Montgomery County government work-
ers got a paid half-day off Friday thanks
to some over-friendly fleas.

Employees with offices on the second
floor of the county’s human services
center in Norristown were sent home
around noon because of a flea infesta-
tion, according to county Communica-
tions Director John A. Corcoran.

The fleas were introduced into the
building last week when two employees

Boy, 3, drowns
at day care

By Brandie Kessler
bkessler@pottsmerc.com

PENNSBURG — A 3-year-old boy
drowned at a day care facility Thursday
afternoon.

Officials identified the boy as Keven
Kuestner of Sumneytown. According to
officials, Holly Goodwin, the operator of
the day care facility where Kuestner was
being cared for, gave up her license to op-
erate the facility on Friday.

Investigators said Kuestner was at the
day care center at 395 Cattail Court
Thursday afternoon where there is a
swimming pool at the rear of the home.

Goodwin called 911 at 12:38 p.m. and
Upper Perk Police and ambulance crews

responded, according to Montgomery
County Deputy District Attorney Kevin
Steele. Kuestner had been in the pool, al-
though it was not known whether he had
fallen in or was swimming in the pool at
the time.

When police and ambulance crews ar-
rived, Kuestner was no longer in the swim-
ming pool. He was taken to St. Luke’s
Hospital in Quakertown where he was
later pronounced dead, authorities said.

Authorities were not releasing details
of the incident Friday, although Steele
said the incident is being investigated by
the county detectives and the Upper
Perk Police Department.
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Former cop wants jury trial for DUI charge
By Carl Hessler Jr.

chessler@pottsmerc.com

NORRISTOWN — A former Marlbo-
rough police officer wants a trial on
charges he allegedly was operating his
police cruiser with traces of cocaine and
marijuana in his bloodstream as he took
part in the search for a hit-and-run drunk-
en driver.

“This is going to be a jury trial,” de-
fense lawyer Joshua Scarpello told a
judge Thursday on behalf of former po-
lice officer Michael L. Bramlett.

Scarpello also revealed to Montgome-
ry County Judge William J. Furber Jr.
that he plans to file a pretrial motion
seeking copies of Bramlett’s personnel
file from Marlborough Township. Scar-
pello apparently wants to review that file
as he prepares for the trial.

Bramlett was not in court Thursday for
the brief hearing at which Furber
requested an update on the status of
Bramlett’s case.

The judge passed the trial to Sep-
tember. Assistant District Attorney Bren-
dan Campbell is prosecuting the case.

Bramlett, 30, of Lower Salford, pre-

viously pleaded not guilty to a charge of
driving under the influence of a con-
trolled substance in connection with the
10:11 p.m. Feb. 3 incident on Geryville
Pike in Marlborough. He remains free on
$10,000 unsecured bail.

Prosecutors previously said medical
experts determined that the concentra-
tions of the drug byproducts found in
Bramlett’s blood were not enough to im-
pair Bramlett.

However, under Pennsylvania law, a
person is not permitted to operate a
motor vehicle while under the influence
or when that person has metabolites in
the blood even if they do not effect the
operation of the vehicle, prosecutors ex-
plained.

“We’re confident that there was no ev-
idence that he was impaired, but you
can’t drive with any source of these sub-
stances in you and law enforcement offi-
cials have to be held to a high standard,”
District Attorney Bruce L. Castor Jr. said
at the time of Bramlett’s arrest.

Bramlett has since resigned from the
police department where he was an offi-
cer for about two years.

During the course
of the investigation,
authorities learned
Bramlett pleaded
guilty to a DUI-relat-
ed charge in April
2001 in Jackson
County, Ill., court
documents indicate.

A background
check conducted
when Bramlett was

hired as a police officer did not uncover
the previous conviction because that
court record had been “expunged,” or
cleared, by Illinois courts and was not
available to authorities conducting the
standard background check, authorities
explained.

Thomas J. Brewster, 68, of Rose Drive,
Pennsburg, the alleged drunken driver
who ultimately collided with Bramlett’s
cruiser, also was charged with DUI, care-
less driving and accidents involving dam-
age to attended vehicle, court papers in-
dicate. This week, Brewster was admitted
to the county’s Accelerated Rehabilita-
tive Disposition program, which allows

first-time offenders of nonviolent crimes
to clear their records after successfully
completing a period of probation.

Brewster must serve one year of proba-
tion and complete 12 hours of communi-
ty service as part of his punishment for
the charges. Brewster also loses his li-
cense for two months.

The events that got Bramlett in trouble
unfolded shortly after 10 p.m. Feb. 3
when a motorist called 911 to report that
his vehicle had just been struck at the in-
tersection of Sumneytown Pike and Old
Forty Foot Road in Towamencin by a
Ford van, allegedly operated by Brew-
ster, who failed to stop at the scene, ac-
cording to the criminal complaint.

Police departments in the region were
notified to be on the lookout for the flee-
ing van.

When Bramlett, who was on duty in a
marked 2000 Ford Crown Victoria,
learned the van was traveling north-
bound on Geryville Pike, between Upper
Ridge Road and Magazine Road, he trav-
eled toward that location from the oppo-
site direction, court documents indicate.

Bramlett activated his vehicle’s emer-

gency lights and decided to stop all
northbound traffic on Geryville Pike by
positioning his southbound vehicle on an
angle, placing the front of the police car
into the northbound lane to obstruct the
roadway, authorities alleged.

Brewster’s van then struck Bramlett’s
police car, according to the criminal
complaint filed by state police Corporal
John Quigg and county Detective Robert
Turner.

Bramlett and Brewster suffered inju-
ries as a result of the crash and were
transported to Lehigh Valley Hospital
for treatment. Bramlett voluntarily sub-
mitted to a blood test, a routine request
by authorities in all crash investigations,
court documents indicate.

Bramlett's blood sample tested positive
for traces of cocaine and marijuana al-
though there was no evidence of impair-
ment, the criminal complaint alleged.

Authorities alleged blood tests deter-
mined Brewster had a blood-alcohol con-
tent of 0.26 percent at the time of the in-
cident. In Pennsylvania, the legal blood-
alcohol content for driving is 0.08 per-
cent.

BRAMLETT

WORLDLY VISIT AT HOPEWELL FURNACE
Above, Members of

ACLAMO in
Pottstown visited

Hopewell Furnace on
Thursday and

celebrated their
heritage with the

unveiling of a mural
that welcomes
visitors to the

historic site. It is the
first public art project
at Hopewell Furnace.
At right, children hold

flags of Puerto Rico
and Mexico.

Other countries
represented were

Costa Rica,
Guatemala
and Chile.

Photos courtesy of
Hopewell Furnace

supported Relay to host the banner over
the next several weeks. Any business or
organization interested in hosting and
displaying the banner should call the
Relay hotline at 610-327-6900 and leave
a message with their information.

McKiernan and several other dedicat-
ed volunteers spoke to the crowd of
about 30 people who came out Friday
despite the gray skies, thanking them for
their efforts to make the Relay in Potts-
town stand out.

Deb Kurtz, an oncology nurse who
helped bring Relay to Pottstown, re-
called how the event has grown over the
years and marveled at how successful
they have been.

“It just goes to show what a small
group of people can do,” Kurtz said.
Relay “just snowballed into this crea-
tion.”

Peggy Neese, also an oncology nurse,
said the money that is raised is really
doing things in the community and what
she sees everyday is proof of that. She
said that she sees people every day who
are living longer and more comfortably
because of the medicine and technology
that is provided by the ACS and money
that is raised by programs like the Relay
for Life.

In Pottstown, cancer patients are
helped every day by new medicines, but
also by programs like Look Good, Feel
Better and Road to Recovery, which are
funded by the ACS.

“My heart goes over the top when I
think that we’re literally giving the ACS
$1 million,” McKiernan said.

ACS staff member Gina Bitetti was
thrilled that another Relay made it to the
$1 million mark.

“To be able to say we have another

Relay in Pennsylvania, that we have a
Relay in Southeastern Pennsylvania
(that’s reached $1 million) is just amaz-
ing,” Bitetti said.

Maddi DeGenaro, a community liai-
son for the ACS, said Pottstown has
made a habit of setting goals and exceed-
ing expectations.

“They’ve done it once again, better and
best,” DeGenaro said.

Therese Kennel of Sanatoga, who has
supported Relay and is considering join-
ing a team next year, came out to the cel-
ebration after reading about it in The
Mercury.

“I read the paper every day,” Kennel
said.“I just couldn’t believe they could
raise $1 million,” Kennel said. “I came
here because I’m happy for everyone.”

Kennel explained that her life, while
not through personal experiences, has
been touched by cancer.

“I have a couple of people I know who
died of cancer. My brother-in-law, he
died of liver cancer. My aunt, my would-
be mother-in-law (both died of cancer).

Kennel followed Relay’s progress and
the stories of individuals who were
touched by cancer in The Mercury, and
wanting to celebrate reaching the $1 mil-
lion goal with the people she had read
about for so long, she came out to Potts-
grove High School.

“I just thought it was neat to come out
here and celebrate with the people who
have endured (cancer) - the survivors.”

With only a handful of Relays in the
world reaching the $1 million milestone,
the ACS Relay for Life of Pottstown will
find out where it ranks on the world scale
in the first few weeks of September. For
more information on the ACS Relay for
Life of Pottstown visit www.pottstownrelay-
forlife.com.

(RELAY RECORD from A1)

Pottstown Relay for Life
celebrates $1M victory

Stacey Witalec, Pennsylvania Depart-
ment of Public Welfare spokesperson,
said that the incident will not be investi-
gated by the DPW because Goodwin
turned over her license to operate the fa-
cility.

“Had they (Goodwin’s facility) kept
their license, then absolutely we would
move forward with an investigation,” Wi-
talec said, noting that the DPW does not
have the authority to conduct an investi-
gation of an incident at a facility that is
without a license, even if the incident
happened while a facility was licensed.

“The only thing a state can investigate
is a licensed child-care provider,” Witalec
said.

Witalec did not have any information
regarding a criminal investigation of the
incident.

Witalec also said Goodwin had turned
over a letter expressing that she would
not look to reopen the day care facility
and in the event that she reapplied for a
license or applied for a license to run a
day care facility in the future the informa-
tion regarding this incident would be
available.

Witalec said Goodwin had been oper-
ating the day care out of her home since
2002 and since then there have been no
serious infractions of any of the DPW’s
regulations. Goodwin was licensed to
care for up to 12 children at the facility
with staffing ratios depending on the age
of the children at the day care.

(BOY DROWNS from A1)

3-year-old Sumneytown boy
drowns at day care facility

The offices at the center will open for
business as normal on Monday morning.

The kittens belonged to a stray cat that
had been hanging out in the parking ga-
rage. Spotting the recently born kittens
outside in the heat, the two workers
placed them in a box and brought them in-
side.

The kittens subsequently were taken to
a veterinarian and placed for adoption.

Corcoran said the parking garage also
would be sprayed for fleas.

Asked whether the two employees were
disciplined after the flea infestation was
discovered, Corcoran declined comment,
explaining it was a personnel matter.

Corcoran offered this advice for other
county employees who might think an of-
fice pet would be nice — “Don’t do it.”

fore it is safe for workers to return to their
offices, said Corcoran.

The process, which involves some
47,000 square feet of office space, will cost
the county about $500, said Corcoran.

Offices housed on the second floor of
the building include children and youth,
aging and adult services, mental health
and mental retardation, roads and bridges,
parks and historic sites, consumer affairs,
veterans affairs, housing and community
development and the health department.
Also impacted were the management of-
fices of the county’s assisted living facility
but not the residents’ area, said Corcoran.

Some workers were sent to county satel-
lite offices in Willow Grove and Potts-
town to handle emergency calls, accord-
ing to Corcoran.

No action was taken last Thursday be-
cause there was no evidence of any prob-
lem after the kittens left, said Corcoran.

However, since that time, the county re-
ceived additional complaints from em-
ployees claiming to have been bitten by
fleas.

Acting on those complaints, a “clean”
vacuum cleaner was used in the offices
and fleas turned up in the contents of the
vacuum cleaner, said Corcoran.

The county on Friday brought in an ex-
terminator on contract with the county to
deal with the situation. The extermination
process, which was slated to begin in the
afternoon after employees evacuated the
second floor, will take four to six hours be-

(FLEA CIRCUS from A1)

Some Montco workers sent home after flea infestations


