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TCE hearing
showcases
exasperation

By Evan Brandt
ebrandt@pottsmerc.com

PERKIOMEN -- Speakers took the op-
portunity of Wednesday night’s public
hearing on a proposed change in opera-
tions at the Superior Tube plant in
Lower Providence to slam the company
for its accidental release of a potentially
carcinogenic chemical last month, and
to demand that alternatives to the chem-
ical be sought.

“This isn’t a new problem,” Trappe
resident Allen Reiner said about con-
cerns of the use of a chemical called tri-
chloroethylene, or TCE, by two local
plants.

“We’ve been dealing with TCE for 30
years. It’s time to ban the use of TCE in
our community,” Reiner said.

“This is being treated as if it’s a brand-
new problem,” said Collegeville resident
Martin Brunswick. “How come, after 40
years, we have the same problem, the
same companies, the same hearings and
the same players?”

“There are a lot of people around here
who have died of neurological problems.
If I sound fed-up, it’s because I am,”
Brunswick said. “If you’re a new res-
ident, get ready, because hearings like
this are going to be around for another
40 years.”

Wednesday night’s hearing at Per-
kiomen Valley Middle School East was de-
signed to gather public comment on a plan
by Superior to reduce the annual TCE
emissions at its Germantown Pike plant by
about 8 percent. In order to do that, the
company is asking for permission to shut
down one piece of equipment, but will re-
quire increases of emissions on another.
The overall reduction of TCE would be
about 7.4 tons per year, according to the
Pennsylvania Department of Environmen-
tal Protection, under whose auspices the
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PITCHING PRIDE

By Rosemarie Ross
rross@pottsmerc.com

PARKER FORD — It seemed only fitting that during this week,

when baseball is dominating the local sports scene, one of the

world’s premier softball pitchers would stop by to remind everyone

that women can play this game, too.
Cat Osterman, a 2004 Olympic gold medalist, recent World Cup

and Pan-American Games gold medalist, and former standout at

the University of Texas, came to town to fire a few pitches, sign au-

tographs and answer questions from eager fans.
Just back from the Pan-Am Games, Osterman wanted to make a

Softball gold medalist
draws up to 500 fans

Photos by John Strickler/The Mercury

Cat Osterman, one of the world’s most famous softball pitchers, throws fastballs to Kat Longshore
(not pictured) outside Longstreth Women’s Sports store in Parker Ford Wednesday.

Hannah Edwards, 9, of Catasaqua,
holds her Texas Longhorns visor
signed by Osterman.

(See CAR CRASH on A5)

Sports — D1

Check out video of
the tournament at

www.pottsmerc.com

(See BANK ROBBERY on A3)

Relay reaches $1 million goal
Participants and
committee
members of the
Pottstown area
Relay for Life
celebrate the
announcement
that the Relay
reached its
$1 million
donations goal.

By Daniel P.

Creighton/

The Mercury

By Nancy L. March
nmarch@pottsmerc.com

“We came in tonight at
$997,000. Now, at 7:30, we are at
one million, twelve thousand and
...”

The rest of the pronouncement
was drowned out by cheers as con-
fetti flew, purple balloons popped
and hugs circled through the room
to celebrate the Pottstown Relay
for Life’s accomplishment of reach-
ing this year’s goal of $1 million.

A $3,500 check from Diamond
Credit Union’s team Diamond’s
Hope was turned in at 7 p.m. Wed-
nesday, putting the fund over the top.

But even as Relay Chairperson
JoAnn McKiernan and Finance
Chairman Dot Freeman made
their 7:30 p.m. announcement,
more checks were being turned in.

As of 8 p.m., the total reported at
the campaign’s final bank night was
$1,014,233.89 -- enough to put the
Pottstown Relay among the top five
in the world in money raised for
cancer care and research.

“I am overwhelmed,” said
McKiernan to the gathering of
team captains at the last Bank
Night of the 2007 campaign. “This
achievement belongs to the entire
community, not just the people in-
volved with Relay. This effort has

involved everyone, and no one real-
izes that more than we do when we
count up these donations.

“Sometimes it’s $5 and some-
times it’s 500. But whatever the
amount that people give, they give
from their hearts because they care
about each other,” she said.

“Congratulation to all of you,”
she said to the team leaders gather-
ed at Emmanuel Lutheran
Church’s social hall. “Your leader-
ship has inspired the entire commu-
nity to think beyond the moment
and outside themselves.”

Diamond’s Hope joined Kathy’s

(See RELAY’S GOAL on A5)

Ex-school board
member jailed
for bank robbery

By Carl Hessler Jr.
chessler@pottsmerc.com

NORRISTOWN — Calling a former
Reading School Board president’s behav-
ior “outrageous,” a judge sentenced the
man to prison for robbing a Lower Prov-
idence bank at gunpoint 10 days before
Christmas.

Ricky Dennis Pegram, 45, formerly of
the 900 block of Washington Street,
Reading, was sentenced in Montgomery
County Court on Tuesday to five to 10
years in state prison after he pleaded guil-
ty to a felony charge of robbery in con-
nection with the Dec. 15 holdup at Cit-
izens Bank in the 2700 block of Ridge
Pike.

“This type of outrageous behavior is
not going to be tolerated. It’s a very se-
rious offense and this sentence is war-
ranted,” Judge Bernard A. Moore told
Pegram.

Pegram, who was considered by his
friends and colleagues as a model citizen
before the crime, also must complete
three years’ probation after he’s paroled
and pay $6,300 in restitution to Citizens
Bank.

The sentence included a five-year man-
datory jail term sought by Assistant Dis-
trict Attorney Juliet Faulkner. State law
allows for mandatory sentences for
crimes committed with firearms.

“Despite all the good things he may
have done in his life, the crime he com-
mitted here is terrifying and violent and
warrants a severe punishment,” Faulkner
said. “Just because he was good in his
past doesn’t mean we can ignore that he
committed such a violent crime.”

Faulkner said the bank tellers were put
in fear of injury during the heist.

“It had to be terrifying. He held them
up at gunpoint and threatened them
while they were just trying to do their
jobs,” Faulkner said.

Had he gone to trial and been convict-
ed of all the charges, Pegram faced a pos-
sible maximum sentence of 32 to 64
years in prison.

At the time of his arrest Pegram told
police he was involved with drugs. De-
fense lawyer Jill M. Scheidt speculated

5 teens seriously hurt in crash
By Evan Brandt

ebrandt@pottsmerc.com

LOWER POTTSGROVE — Five teens
were injured, three seriously enough to
be flown to medical centers by helicop-
ter, as the result of a head-on collision on
North Pleasantview Road Wednesday
morning.

The crash occurred in the 600 block at
10:44 a.m. when a northbound Ford F-
250 pickup, driven by Josh Toepel, of the
300 block of Spruce Street in Pottstown,
swerved into a southbound Nissan Max-
ima driven by Keith Schauder of Cherry

Court in Gilbertsville, police said.
Schauder, 18, had four teen girls in his
car and all were injured.

Police did not release the names of the
four female passengers due to their age.
The medical condition of the car’s five
occupants was not available.

Toepel, the 32-year-old driver of the
pickup truck, told police a dog ran in
front of his vehicle and he swerved into
the southbound lane to miss it. He hit
Schauder’s Maxima head-on, according
to a release from the Lower PottsgroveJohn Strickler/The Mercury

The five passengers in this Nissan were taken to area hospitals after the
car was hit head-on by a Ford pickup truck.

(See TCE HEARING on A3)
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a hoagie sale held during recent
weeks.

“This is what it’s all about,”
said McKiernan. “People help-
ing people and helping all of us
to work toward a cancer-free
world.”

“These are not large corporate
donations,” added DeGennaro.
“This is money from piggy-
banks. Tonight, it’s added up to
become something incredible.”

Linda Rudolph, who deliv-
ered $3,745.89 on Wednesday
from Diamond’s Hope, said
every employee of the credit
union kept raising money to put
the fund over the top. Pat Baer
of St. James Lutheran Church
said she made an announce-
ment in church and soon had
another $400 in donations.
Charlotte Fiedler of Team
Great Strides brought in $535
in donations and proceeds from

most Internet-savvy with an on-
line fundraising campaign and
kids walking for pledges in mini-
Relays at nearly every school in
the greater Pottstown area.

With an Aug. 10 deadline to re-
port to the American Cancer So-
ciety, the final push came in the
remaining weeks of the campaign
and included sales of luminaria at
the Pottstown Fourth of July cel-
ebration and a challenge to the
community.

local Relay. “It’s not just about
fundraising; it’s about welcoming
and caring for people with cancer
and those around them. We had
nearly 600 survivors at Relay this
year, and you don’t see that in-
volvement in other towns.”

Fundraising for this year’s
Relay began last November and
continued up until the June event,
with more than $800,000 being
raised through raffles, donations,
corporate sponsorships, and craft
and jewelry sales. In April, the
teams came together with a com-
munity-wide fundraising event,
“Run, Walk, Bark,” that included
a best-dressed pet contest, 5K run
and walk with dogs.

Canines and kids got into the
act -- the dogs proving to be the

But not everyone involved was
optimistic from the start.

Mary Kochel, a 90-year-old
cancer survivor from Lower
Pottsgrove, was president of the
local board of the American
Cancer Society when the idea for
Relay came up. “‘You know
Pottstown,’ I told people, ‘we
won’t sleep in tents,’” she said.
“Tonight, I’m here to eat crow.”

Maddi DeGennaro, a commu-
nity liaison for the American
Cancer Society, was also involved
from the start and has seen the
area embrace the Relay.

“This Relay is not just Potts-
town,” she said. “It involves kids
from Owen J. Roberts, teachers
from Pottsgrove, community or-
ganizers in Boyertown and fam-
ilies from Spring-Ford, Colle-
geville and many places in be-
tween. When we say it’s about a
community that takes up the
fight, we mean it’s a community
without boundaries, living and
working together here to make a
difference in the fight against
cancer.

“It has a heart,” she said of the

Crew as two teams that raised
more than $50,000. Kathy’s
Crew is headed by Kathy Bren-
nan, who will be the 2008 Relay
chairperson.

The local Relay was held June
2-3 at Pottsgrove High School
with a theme of “A Moment in
Time ... Ten Years of Hope and
Counting,” and a goal of “a mil-
lion in 10” to celebrate a decade
of Relays in Pottstown to benefit
the American Cancer Society.

This year’s event involved 214
teams with 3,024 registered
“walkers,” who took turns walk-
ing laps around the Pottsgrove
High School track during the 24-
hour event.

Wednesday night, as team cap-
tains brought in final collections
from last-minute hoagie sales,
church congregations, memorials
and even a waffles-and-ice-cream
social, the organizers of the first
Relays remembered what the
early going was like.

“I walked around the track cry-
ing,” recalled Bev Price, who par-
ticipated in the first Relay while
newly diagnosed with cancer and
who served this year as the event
grand marshal. “I feel blessed to
be here, in so many ways.”

Sharon Basile, Peggy Neese,
Dot Freeman and Deb Kurtz
were oncology nurses who helped
bring Relay to Pottstown. “I re-
member sitting at the VNA (Visit-
ing Nurse Association) board-
room table, saying, ‘Can we do
this?’” said Neese, director of on-
cology services at the Pottstown
Memorial Cancer Center.

Basile, who went to a Relay in
Kutztown and brought the idea
back to Pottstown, said the organ-
izers had a goal the first year of
$50,000 and raised $125,000.
“That was when I set a personal
goal of a million in 10,” she said.
After sharing that goal with
others on the executive commit-
tee this year, the challenge took
hold.

Pottstown Relay for Life reaches $1 million goal
(RELAY’S GOAL from A1)

Police Department. Police said

no charges are anticipated as a re-

sult of the crash.
Police did not indicate if Toepel

was injured in the crash.
The accident closed North

Pleasantview Road for more than
an hour.

In addition to police and med-
ical helicopters, ambulances from
Goodwill in Pottstown, Trappe
and Gilbertsville were on the
scene, along with the Sanatoga
Fire Company.

(CAR CRASH from A1)

Five teens seriously hurt
in Lower Pottsgrove crash
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Reaching a lofty goal
The Pottstown Relay for Life will celebrate reaching its $1 mil-

lion goal by flying a hot-air balloon over the Pottstown area on
Friday, Aug. 10, at 7 p.m.

The US Hot Air Balloon Team, owned and operated by Stan
Hess of St. Peters, will launch a donated champagne flight from
Pottsgrove High School, traveling in whichever direction the
wind leads.

The balloon will carry a sign that says “Pottstown Relay and
Community Raised $1 Million to Beat Cancer — Congratula-
tions!”

Area residents who look to the sky between 7 and 8 p.m. may
see the Relay $1 million celebration balloon congratulating them
for their contribution to a cancer -free future.

The community will be invited to cheer on the hot air balloon
flight and one person will win the opportunity to represent the
community on the flight.

Everyone who joins the celebration at Pottsgrove High School
between 6:30 and 7 p.m. will be offered a ticket. One number will
be drawn to give someone a chance to travel across the sky with
Relay team leaders and represent the community support that
took Relay to $1 million.


